Dr Sachindra Nath Pradhan, a former 'Distinguished Professor of Pharmacology' at Howard University, College of Medicine, died at his home in Bethesda on 21 March 2009, at the age of 89 years, from complications of a stroke.
Strongly motivated, he endured grave hardships to attain academic excellence while not forgetting where he came from. He grew up in a remote village in West Bengal, India. The village had no electricity or running water. He walked barefoot for miles to attend school and lost his mother at an early age. Nevertheless, driven by a quest for education and science, he endured these hardships to pursue an academic career.
Dr He was one of the early Indian immigrants in the United States, and never forgot his roots despite his academic success. He funded scholarships and provided shelter and support to many Indian graduate students. Influenced by the principles of Mahatma Gandhi, he lived a very simple life, nevertheless he established a charitable Trust, 'Pradhan Foundation' for poor and needy students for education and scientific advancement. He served as the Head, Division of Pharmacology, Central Drug Research Institute, in Lucknow, India from 1962 to 1964 while on leave from Howard University. He made significant endowments to advance education in India. As a result of his noteworthy philanthropic efforts, the research facility 'S.N. Pradhan Center of Neurosciences' was established at the Calcutta University.
The Center for Neurosciences at the Calcutta University represents the first such center in Eastern India and one of very few in India. Dr Pradhan's unwavering desire, unflinching support and sharing his dream created a frontier of Biological Science at the University of Calcutta.
Last, but not least, Dr Pradhan will be remembered by his friends, for his humility, benevolence, love of nature and his appreciation of the Arts. He is survived by his beloved wife, Dr Sikta Pradhan. 
